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City of Houston, Texas, Ordinance No. _____ 1

AN ORDINANCE ADOPTING A THREE-YEAR ANNEXATION PLAN IN
ACCORDANCE WITH SECTION 43.052 OF THE TEXAS LOCAL GOVERNMENT
CODE; CONTAINING FINDINGS AND OTHER PROVISIONS RELATING TO THE
FOREGOING SUBJECT; PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY; AND DECLARING AN
EMERGENCY.

* * * * * * *

WHEREAS, Section 43.052 of the Texas Local Government Code requires

municipalities to adopt an annexation plan identifying areas proposed for general-purpose

annexation beginning on the third anniversary of the date the plan is adopted; and

WHEREAS, Section 43.0751 of the Texas Local Government Code provides that

the governing body of a municipality and the governing body of a water control and

improvement district or a municipal utility district may enter into a written strategic

partnership agreement that will provide benefits to each party; and

WHEREAS, Section 43.052 of the Texas Local Government Code enumerates

certain categories of areas which are excepted from the requirement to be included in such

an annexation plan, such as areas to be annexed at the request of the property owners

and areas included in a strategic partnership agreement; and

WHEREAS, the City of Houston has no present intention to annex any areas within

the ensuing three-year time period, other than the possibility ofannexing areas which have

been excepted by the Legislature from the requirement to be included in an annexation

plan; NOW, THEREFORE,



BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF HOUSTON, TEXAS:

Section 1. The findings contained in the preamble of this Ordinance are

determined to be true and correct and are hereby adopted as a part of this Ordinance.

Section 2. The City Council hereby adopts an annexation plan, attached hereto as

“Exhibit A,” identifying no areas proposed for annexation during the calendar years 2004,

2005, and 2006. As described in the attached Plan, however, City Council hereby declares

the City’s intention to consider requests for annexation from affected property owners and

to pursue the possibility of entering into strategic partnership agreements with utility

districts located in the City’s extraterritorial jurisdiction, as authorized by Section 43.0751

of the Texas Local Government Code.

Section 3. The City Council officially finds, determines, recites and declares that

a sufficient written notice of the date, hour, place and subject of this meeting of the City

Council was posted at a place convenient to the public at the City Hall of the City for the

time required by law preceding this meeting, as required by the Open Meetings Law,

Chapter 551, Texas Government Code; and that this meeting has been open to the public

as required by law at all times during which this Ordinance and the subject matter thereof

have been discussed, considered and formally acted upon. The City Council further

ratifies, approves and confirms such written notice and the contents and posting thereof.

Section 4. If any provision, section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase ofthis

Ordinance, or the application of same to any person or set of circumstances is for any

reason held to be unconstitutional, void or invalid, the validity of the remaining portions of

this Ordinance or their application to other persons or sets of circumstances shall not be
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affected thereby, it being the intent of the City Council in adopting this Ordinance that no

portion hereof or provision or regulation contained herein shall become inoperative or fail

by reason of any unconstitutionality, voidness or invalidity of any other portion hereof, and

all provisions ofthis Ordinance are declared to be severable for that purpose.

Section 5. There exists a public emergency requiring that this Ordinance be passed

finally on the date of its introduction as requested in writing by the Mayor; therefore, this

Ordinance shall be passed finally on that date and shall take effect immediately upon its

passage and approval by the Mayor; however, in the event that the Mayor fails to sign this

Ordinance within five daysafter its passage and adoption, it shall take effect in accordance

with Article VI, Section 6, Houston City Charter.

PASSED AND ADOPTED this~day of 2 ~ , 2004

APPROVED this — day of , 2004.

Mayor of the City of Houston

Pursuant to Article VI, Section 6,Houston City Charter, the
foregoing Ordinance is _____________________

City Secretary

(Prepared by Legal Dept ~. A )
Senior Assistant~’~CityAttorney

(Requested by Robert Litke, Director, Department of Planning and Development)
(L.D. File No. 0610400007001)
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City of Houston Annexation Plan
2004 — 2006

Introduction
In theStateofTexas,theLocal GovernmentCodedefinesacity’s rightsandresponsibilities
regardingpropertieswithin its boundariesandtheareaimmediatelysurroundingits boundaries
(calledextraterritorialjurisdiction). ThisCode is wherecities aregivenauthorityto changetheir
boundarieseitherby annexationor disannexation.

Houston’sextraterritorialjurisdiction(EJT) is essentiallya five-mile bandaroundtheCity’s
generalpurposeboundaries,with theexceptionof whenthat bandwould intersectanother
municipalityor its ETJ. Within its ETJ,Houstonhaslimited authorityoverpropertywithin this
area.Two notableexamplesarethe impositionofChapter42 of theCodeofOrdinances,a
chapterrelatingto thedevelopmentandsubdivisionof land,andthe City’s authorityto consent
to thecreationandexpansionofothergovernmentalentitiessuchasmunicipalutility districts
(oftenreferredto asMUDs).

Annexationis theotherkeyauthorityacity haswithin its ETJ. Recentsessionsofthe
Legislaturehavemodified andexpandedthemannerin whichHoustonmayannexproperty.The
differenttypesinclude:

GeneralPurposeannexation: This typeofannexationis themostcommonlyknown.All of
Houston’shistorically significantannexationshaveoccurredin thismanner.For generalpurpose
annexation,a city mustmeetastrenuouspublic notificationrequirement.Uponannexation,all
affectedpropertybecomespartofthegeneralpurposeboundariesandis effectivelysubjectto all
regulations,taxesandservicesprovidedby thecity. Residentswithin thispropertyareresidents
oftheCity of Houstonandhaveall therightsandresponsibilitiesaffordedthereby.Property
consideredfor generalpurposeannexationmustbe includedin aCity’s annexationplanat least
threeyearsprior to theattemptto annex.Oneinstancewherethethree-yearrequirementis
waivedis if thepropertyownerrequestsannexation.

LimitedPurposeannexation: This typeofannexation,authorizedin the 1999Legislature,may
be conductedaspartof a StrategicPartnershipAgreement(SPA) with autility district. It carries
lessstringentpublic noticerequirements.Theannexationtypically includescommercialproperty
only. Property(ad valorem)taxesarenot leviedonpropertiesincludedin this typeofannexation,
but thecity maylevy asalestax on retail salesconductedin thearea.Propertiesannexedaspart
ofa SPA do notcarrythethree-yearrequirement.

TheSPA identifieswhat regulationsandservices,if any, areimposedin theareaannexed.It also
identifiestheamountof salestax to be leviedandhow much,if any, will be sharedwith the
district. Finally, theSPA identifiesthe lengthof theagreementandtheCity’s optionsfor when
andif theCity might makethepropertysubjectto generalpurposeannexation.

The Annexation Plan
Forthe years2004— 2006,theCity of Houstondoesnotproposeto annexanyterritory for
generalpurposesthatis requiredto be identifiedin anannexationplan,asrequiredby provisions
oftheLocal GovernmentCode.TheCity will, however,considertheannexationof territory if
requestedby propertyowners.Furthermore,theCity will continueto pursueSPAswith utility
districtswithin theCity’s ETJ.

EXHIBIT A


